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Notes from HELCOM Science Agenda Task Group 3-2020 
The 3rd Meeting of the HELCOM Science Agenda TG was held 30 April 2020 as on online meeting. 

The Meeting was attended by representatives from Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania and Sweden. Ulla Li 

Zweifel and Jannica Haldin participated from the HELCOM Secretariat.  

The aim of the Meeting was to discuss the first consolidated draft of the HELCOM Science Agenda and 

agree on how to further develop the material towards a t report to be submitted to HOD 58-2020.  

Agenda item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 
The Meeting adopted the agenda of the provisional annotated agenda (document 1-1).  

Agenda item 2 Guidance for the preparation of the Science Agenda 
The Meeting agreed to update the guidance for drafting of texts on priority topics (document 2-1) based on 

agreements during the meeting with the view to harmonize the further development of texts (Annex 1). 

Agenda item 3 Draft text 
The Meeting considered the specific issues raised in document 3-1, section 1. 

The Meeting agreed to add introductory texts to the chapters (Biodiversity, Human dimension, Holistic 

approaches). Such texts could focus on environmental problems and describe characteristics of Baltic Sea 

spices and habitats in general. With this approach the introductory text to the individual topics could focus 

more on how HELCOM addresses these problems and protection of the ecosystem. The Meeting agreed 

that introductory texts for chapters will be drafted at a later stage but encouraged authors to take note of 

this agreement in the further development of texts. 

The Meeting furthermore agreed on the following: 

Introductory text for topics and highlighted science needs in general 

- Keep length of introductory texts at 175-225 words 

- Formulate highlighted science needs as stated science needs. Revise accordingly the highlighted 

science needs that are currently formulated as questions 

- In some cases the highlights are brief and the need for more knowledge is therefore unclear; when 

this has been indicated consider using a few more words to clarify the identified knowledge needs 

and how it will be used 

- Use sub-titles for highlighted science needs as found appropriate (i.e. not mandatory) 

Topic specific issues 

- Change the name of the topic ‘Conservation’ to ‘Marine Protected Areas’ to reflect the changes in 

direction of the text 

To avoid overlap of highlighted science needs 

- Food webs-Fisheries: Place science needs relate to changes in trophic relations etc caused by 

fisheries under ‘Food webs’  

- Species-Conservation: Place science needs related to species conservation plans and knowledge 

needs related to specific species groups under ‘Species’ 
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- Shipping-NIS: Place science needs related to indicators and assessment under ‘NIS’ and measures 

to reduce NIS from shipping under ‘Shipping’  

- Shipping-Underwater noise: Place science needs related to reduction of noise from shipping under 

‘Shipping’. Focus the topic ‘Underwater noise’ on indicators and assessment and knowledge needs 

related to impacts of impulsive noise 

- Ecosystem approach -ESA: Place science needs related to economic and social analyses or 

ecosystem services under the ESA topic. Focus the text on ‘Ecosystem approach’ on the knowledge 

needs for management to implement the Ecosystem approach.  

- Maintain science needs related to climate change linked to the specific topic they refer to (e.g. 

Species) while keeping the topic ‘Climate change’ at a broader level. 

- Maintain science needs related to analyses of economic impacts of specific activities or ecosystem 

services linked to the specific topic they refer to (e.g. Fisheries) while keeping the topic ‘ESA’ at a 

broader level. 

The Meeting discussed the draft text contained in document 3-1, section 2 and agreed on the comments to 

be considered by Lead countries when updating the texts. The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will 

reivse the comments accordingly and circulate an updated version of the draft report to the Science 

Agenda TG representatives (as contained in separate attachment). 

The Meeting agreed to consider the identified knowledge needs for further development of HELCOM 

indicators as a source of input to the further development of the Science Agenda. This source of 

information may be relevant for several topics. 

The Meeting agreed to address also pelagic habitats in under ‘Habitats’ which is currently focusing on 

benthic habitats. Such section could e.g. focus on science needs related to hydrographic changes. The 

Meeting agreed to come back to and identify sources for such science needs at a later stage since the 

HELCOM survey on knowledge includes very few examples that can be directly linked the pelagic habitat. 

The Meeting noted that further delineation between topics may be needed when the texts are further 

developed e.g. between ‘Habitats’ and ‘Food webs’. 

The Meeting supported the level of information and detail in the proposed tables for the annexes to the 

Science Agenda. Further comments are welcome. 

The Meeting agreed that the report should be presented to HOD 59-2020 as “work in progress” and asking 

for comments to the general direction of work. The Secretariat will circulate the proposed request to the 

HOD meeting before submission. 

Agenda item 4 Topics with missing leads 
The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead work on the topic ‘Underwater noise’ and that Sweden 

will look into the possibility to lead the work on ‘Cumulative impacts’. The Secretariat will investigate the 

possibility for a lead on ‘Non-indigenous species’. 

Agenda item 5 Next steps 
The Meeting recalled the agreement to make a request to the contributors to the HELCOM survey on 

knowledge needs to amend of the proposals, as necessary, in order reduce overlaps and unclarities. The 

Meeting agreed to wait with making such request since the need further amendments could still be 

identified in the continued work on the Science Agenda. 

The Meeting agreed on the following next steps: 

• updated text prepared by lead/co-lead by Friday 8 May (submit to ullali.zweifel@gu.se)  

• Secretariat to circulate consolidated report to TG representatives by Monday 11 May  

mailto:ullali.zweifel@gu.se


 
Science Agenda TG 3-2020, 

 

3 
 

• comments by TG by Thursday 14 May 

• Secretariat to prepare updated version and prepare document for submission of draft report to 

HOD 58-2020 by Monday 18 May 

The Meeting furthermore agreed to convene and online meeting to follow-up on HOD 58-2020 to discuss 

the further steps of work. The Secretariat will set up a poll to agree on the date. 

Agenda item 6 Notes from the meeting 

Notes were agreed through written approval. 

 



 
Science Agenda TG 3-2020, 

 

4 
 

Annex 1. Updated guidance for prepared draft text for topics 
as of Science Agenda TG 3-2020, 30 April 2020. Changes in red indicates agreement at the meeting. 

What to include under a topic: 
- each priority topic is briefly described in terms of why it is a priority topic as well as to mention 

science needs in broader terms. Links to key HELCOM strategies on the topic could be mentioned. 

- the general text is followed by more specific ‘highlights’, drawing from the survey of knowledge and 

science needs but summarizing and merging proposals from the contributions as suitable. The 

Science Agenda TG can also complement the survey but additions should be discussed jointly by 

the Group. 

o 3-8 highlights could be identified for each priority topic. 

o formulate highlighted science needs as stated science needs 

o as needed, clarify the identified knowledge needs and how it will be used (better to use a 

few extra words than for the reader not to understand the required knowledge or purpose) 

o sub-titles to the highlights can be used to structure different type of knowledge and science 

needs; to be agreed on a case by case basis 

o recall that texts in the main part of the science agenda should have a relatively long shelf-

life (10 years) while specific examples can be given in the annexes which are planned to be 

updated more frequently.  

o highlights should be formulated as knowledge/research needs (i.e. not as actions e.g. 

“assess”, “monitor”). 

- maximum space for a priority topic is 1 page, in layout format for printing. Number of words for 

introductory text to the topic should be kept between 175-225 words. 

 

How to select highlights: 
- Focus on identified applied knowledge needs for management of the marine environment 

- Focus on proposals with a clear link to the implementation of HELCOM agreement and strategies 

- Focus on knowledge needs from a regional perspective 

 

What to address under Biodiversity vs Human dimension: 
- Sections on Species, Habitats and Food webs to focus on e.g. interactions between species, 

habitats, and their abiotic and biotic environment, biological impacts of pressures and activities, 

knowledge to support development of indicators and status assessment, direct measures to 

improve species and habitats (e.g. restoration, reintroduction). 

- Sections on pressures and activities (Human dimension) to focus on e.g. knowledge to assess 

status of pressures and distribution/extent of activities, input and sources of pressures, 

knowledge needed to develop measures to reduce pressures and to evaluate effectiveness of 

measures. 

 

 


